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It has been an extremely busy year for all of us who volunteer for the
wildlife center. I was so pressed for time during the summer months
that I was unable to write the August newsletter. I must thank our
volunteer care givers, transporters, and veterinarian, Dr. David
Jourdenais, who all performed above and beyond in order to help the
many wildlife patients admitted for care. I thank all of our loyal
members as well for donating and supporting this cause. Our cover
photo is of Dr. David Jourdenais and hospital assistant Kelly Kienzle.
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White tail deer

Arrivals and Releases

This spring, we received four female fawns in April that we raised until their release
in August. Two were admitted a week apart, and then we received a pair of twins.
They had been seen lying along a roadway beside a car-hit dead mother for two days.
When the people who saw them called me, I was so grateful that they were willing to
bring me the starving orphans. I was able to start them off with sub-cutaneous
fluids and bottles of Pedialyte. Soon, they were back on their feet and able to
consume their bottles of fawn milk. Ron Hardee took on the task of caring for these
little girls and did a fantastic job. In August, after they were completely weaned, we
loaded them into large carriers and transported them to the property of Frankie and
Trish Thompson. We had great success releasing last year’s fawn at their place, and
they still see her every day although she has joined the small white tail herd that
frequents their property. After releasing the four young deer, Frankie and Trish
continued to provide fruit and sweet feed for a few weeks until the deer were well
acclimated to their new surroundings. We are ever so grateful to have such a great
habitat for our beloved fawns.

Ron was the primary caregiver for the four
orphaned fawns raised at the Center this year.
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Arrivals and Releases

As they got older, we began to supply them
with solid foods such as sweet feed and cut
up fruit.

Frankie Thompson and Ron Hardee
unloaded one of the four deer that were
released on Frankie’s property.

Once the carrier door was opened, one
of the young does needed no coaxing
to exit the crate.

Carol Hardee and Frankie Thompson
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Arrivals and Releases

Raccoons

During April, May, and June, a multitude of baby raccoons kept arriving. At times,
we were the only center that would take them because every other facility was full.
This meant a death sentence to the babies if I did not accept them, and so I worked
many 16 hour days. This pace continued through the summer, but we survived it all
somehow. We have 10 volunteers on our state permit which is the maximum allowed,
and most of them were called upon to help as much as possible. These subpermittees are trained, vaccinated against rabies, and have the caging to raise some
of the raccoons at their homes. This capability allowed us to never turn an orphaned
baby away.
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Opossums

Arrivals and Releases

Throughout the spring and summer, we received many orphaned opossums,
primarily due to car collisions. Earlier in the season, they arrive so tiny that they
must be orally tube fed and kept in incubators. By later in May, they arrive a bit
older and can be hand fed by syringe or taught to drink their formula from
shallow dishes. Once they are weaned from the formula, they are housed in wire
cages indoors, and then when they weigh about half a pound, we house them
outdoors in cages where they have even more room to grow.
Opossums are the only marsupials in the United States. They can give birth to as
many as 13 babies the size of baby bees when first born. Immune to most species
of snake venom, they may eat poisonous snakes, a trait that endears them to most
people.

Here, we have photos of some
of this year’s opossums in
various stages of development.
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Arrivals and Releases

Eastern Gray Squirrels

Oh, what a busy baby squirrel season we had
this year! All of my volunteers and I were
super busy raising these little darlings. They
began to arrive late in July, and over the next
few months, it was non-stop as orphaned babies
came in daily. For some weeks, the feedings
averaged two hours each, four times per day.
Of course, there were many other animals in
care as well to add to the allotted time for
wildlife chores. We all survived it, and I think
that we retained some of our sanity, though that
remains to be seen.

Southern Flying Squirrels

Last year, I received three flying squirrels weighing 3 grams each on August 31. For
some time, I fed them every two hours until weeks passed, and I could feed them on
a more normal schedule. All three made it, but after expending so much time and
effort last year, I found myself dreading a repeat of it this year. As it turned out, the
first flying squirrel of this season arrived on September 21, weighing 15 grams. I
was so pleased that I did not have to go through the ordeal of feedings every two
hours. On October 1, a second flyer was admitted weighing 14 grams, and two more
arrived a week later, 16 grams each. These were fed five times per day. By October
19th, I had twelve of the tiny angels in care, four of which are pictured in the photo
below. When they reach adulthood, they will weigh 50 grams.
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Birds

Arrivals and Releases

Ruby throated hummingbird

Newly hatched mourning dove

Mourning dove hand raised and released at WRC

This caracara was rescued by Devin Coons.
We sent it to the Audubon Center for Birds of
Prey, and it survived its injuries.

Esther Plummer and Lindy Williams, center volunteers, rescued several injured bald eagles this
year. These ladies are fearless! Esther is great at capturing injured sand hill cranes as well.
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Coyote

Arrivals and Releases

Rosina McVicker works with
us at the Wildlife Center and
rescued a badly injured
coyote.
She responded to a rescue call
in September when a very
concerned gentleman stated
that he had hit a red fox near
Tampa, FL, but assuming that
it had died, continued to his
destination 60 miles away.
When he arrived there, he
saw that the poor animal was
wedged in the grill of his car.
Believing that the animal was
deceased, he went to bed.
The next morning, he discovered that the animal had somehow disengaged itself from
the grill of his car and had dragged itself into his yard. The animal actually was an
older juvenile coyote. Rosina transported the animal, applied wraps to two legs, and
brought the injured canine to the wildlife center.
From a cursory examination, he had sustained a compound fracture of the left front
leg as well as a fractured right hind leg. Only radiographs could determine if he had a
chance, and the possible repair of his legs would require specialized surgery. I called
a renowned facility in the area which agreed to assist. They have helped me with
some of the most difficult cases over the years for which I am ever grateful.
Extensive x-rays
determined that the
coyote had fractures
of all four legs and
sadly could not be
saved. Although we
were heart broken
with this news, we
knew that we had
done everything
possible to try to
save him.
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Arrivals and Releases

A tiny baby mouse was admitted for care.
This Mexican free-tailed bat was admitted
for care and was transferred to Fly By Night,
a bat rehab facility in Central Florida.

A pair of newborn rabbits arrived needing help.

A car-hit water turtle

A red eyed vireo recovered at our center.

A baby great egret
9

Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Ethel Huggins and squirrels
Lindy Williams

Ethel Huggins and squirrels

Carol Hardee and Leslie Johnson

Stacy Russo
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Jennifer Rosenfeldt

Terri White

Jennifer Odom

Tom Capellini
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Val Jenkins Clarke and Conner

Valerie and Gary Martin

Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and Melanie Leon
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Bob and Iris Reynolds

Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Sandy Juba

Esther Plummer

Nathalie Barnhart

Marshall Wolfe
Thressa and James Jones
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Ron Hardee

Jack Hardee and his dog, Teddy

At the Eastwood Publix, I posed with
Allie and Chris.
Donna Holly has been recovering from a
severe illness, but is doing great now.
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IN MEMORY

In September, long-time volunteer, Ethel Huggins, lost her mother, Betty Mobley. Ethel not only had the responsibility of caring for her invalid mother and
working full time, but she also continued to raise orphaned opossums and gray
squirrels for our center as well. The following friends and relatives donated to
our wildlife center in memory of Betty Mobley: Jewell Mobley, Lynda White,
Donald and Marion
A donation was made to our wildlife center by William Harner in memory of his
wife, Hannah Harner, who loved all wildlife.

WISH LIST

Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted
peanuts, shelled or unshelled pecans, walnuts, and hazelnuts, wild bird seed and
sunflower seeds, any brands of dry dog or cat foods. Fresh acorns are loved by the
squirrels in care, and they would really appreciate receiving some to feast upon.
Supplies for baby animal care: We need newspapers, infant “receiving blankets”,
fleece fabric (can be purchased at Joanne’s Fabrics), which is used to make sleeping
hammocks, small size “Catac” nipples for feeding squirrels (available from Chris’
Squirrels and More on line), electric cup warmers.
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands, liquid laundry
detergent or pods, dryer softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash or “kitchen sized”
bags with ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap, ziplock gallon sized freezer bags with zipper closures and other sizes as well,
spray cleaners such as “409” , Lysol, or Pine Sol cleaners for floors.
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas,
and equipment required to raise these babies correctly. We really appreciate all
of our wonderful members who have supported this work-without you, we could
not succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.
If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.

If you order anything on Amazon, please go to Amazon Smile and choose WRC
as your charity. We will receive a donated percentage of your purchase from
Amazon, and it doesn’t cost you anything.

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All
donations are tax deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be
obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-4357352. This does not imply endorsement or approval by the state of Florida. IRS Tax exempt # 593130779
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save countless lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon;
Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for
more than 20 years; Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orlando
Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson, Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley. All
of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful staff have assisted the
Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for donating produce weekly. We
also appreciate the donated dog food from the folks at Publix-Orange &
Michigan Avenue.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting
injured water birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals of FL.
A Big Thank You to Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They
have worked very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they
have done for us and for the animals.
We are so pleased that rehabilitator, Winnie Burns of Fort Pierce, FL, could
accept several of the orphaned fawns this spring and summer. Raising four of
them was a handful for us, and we are grateful for Winnie’s kind help.
Back to Nature Wildlife also helped us out by accepting transfers of baby song
birds this year. They were so nice to help with this huge task.
A word of thanks also goes out to Shirley Cannan, who took in many newborn
gray squirrels this past season. She has been a real life saver.
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Thank You To The Following:

OK, this is a wildlife center newsletter, but could
anyone blame me for including festive photos of
my cute dogs? Naw-everyone loves dog pics. We
have Niblet (usually called Nibby):upper right,
Toki:upper left, and Scruffy: right. They have
been good boys all year and know that Santa
will bring them some treats soon.

Wildlife Center Volunteers

Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for building climbing cages and bed boxes for the squirrels, and
for completing various repairs at the center.
Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species: Leslie Johnson, Nathalie Barnhart,
Lindy Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White,
Jennifer Fletcher Odom, Thressa Jones, and Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helpers, Rosina McVicker and Tom Capellini.
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins Clarke, Jack & Sandy Juba, Lou Ann Smith, Lee Day,
Valerie and Gary Martin
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the
web site. Jack also helps out with the newsletters and is our computer IT.
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.

Please notify us of address changes-bulk mail is not forwarded to you or returned to us. ***
Your membership expiration date is listed on your mailing label. ***Thanks for your support!

 Individual ($20)
 Family ($25)
 Business ($100 - $999)
 Corporate ($1000+)
 Other $_____________
DEC 2018 Newsletter
Thank you for your support!

Please fill in the following if the newsletters are to be mailed to an address different from that on your check:
NAME ____________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida (or WRC)
MAIL TO: 21117 Reindeer Road, Christmas, FL 32709 PHONE: 407-568-3200
Or Join on line at our website by using a credit card payment. Donations are tax deductible.

