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As we bid goodbye to winter days, we look forward to warmer weather
and newborn youngsters who will be needing gentle help. I want to
extend a heartfelt word of thanks to the many members who so
graciously donated to the Center over the holidays. You enable us who
work directly with the animals to provide all that we require to heal and
rehab. We spare no expense in order to provide the best formulas,
medicines, and equipment necessary for this work. Also of utmost
importance are the volunteers and veterinarians who give their time and
expertise so generously in order to save the wildlife. Thank you.
The photo is of Ron Hardee with a newly arrived orphaned river otter.
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Arrivals and Releases
White Tail Deer
Our December issue featured the story of a fawn that was hit by a car and badly
injured. When admitted, she was unable to stand after having been found lying left
to die in the middle of a road. After working with the injured baby deer for more
than a week, volunteer Lindy Williams transported her to our Center for further
rehab. Our hopes were not high for the youngster, but she had a strong will to try to
stand and walk. She had to be physically supported in order to suckle her bottle, but
Ron Hardee cared for her daily, feeding her bottles and giving her physical therapy.
Although the road to recovery was long, Ron never gave up the fight to save her
life. With each bit of progress made, we rejoiced; and over weeks, the fawn became
stronger before our eyes.
In early February, we released the doe on the property of longtime friends, Frankie
and Trish Thompson. They reside on acreage which backs up to miles of woods and
a river. The Thompsons had been observing two herds of white tail deer there for
some time, and all of us agreed that it would be the perfect new home for the
“miracle” doe who had beaten all the odds. The release went perfectly, and the doe
was free to live her life in the wild (with two guardian angels watching over her).

The fawn was bruised and battered when she arrived
for care. Although no bones were fractured, her
injuries were so severe that she had trouble
standing up for weeks. It was very concerning, and
we did not know if she would survive or ever fully
recover. After more than a month in care, the fawn
was finally able to stand up and walk. Cases such as
this one give us hope for each animal admitted for
care.
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Arrivals and Releases

It took a long time, but the injured doe
recovered completely from her debilitating
injuries.

In this photo above, Ron Hardee and Frankie
Thompson were ready to release the doe on
Frankie’s wooded acreage. We were so
fortunate to have such a great habitat for this
release.
The release went well with the doe running out
of the carrier to explore her new home. Frankie
and Trish have kept a close watch on her and have
reported that she joined a small herd of deer that
were already residing on their property. Their
land backs up to a large swath of woods which
goes for miles along a river.
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Arrivals and Releases
Southern Flying Squirrels
The tiny 3-gram flying squirrels admitted on
August 31 of last year (photo left) were released
in February here on Center property. It was many
months of feedings, proper care, and the initial
fear that I would not be able to save such tiny
ones. After a month, the first three weighed 12
grams, and were joined by three more the same
weight. This group of six were raised and
released together.
Later, two more were admitted for care but were
too small to join the original group, so they were
raised together although they were not related.
Much later in the season, a single female was
admitted. The final three will be released together
soon.
Photo left: One of the last flyers
admitted for care in 2017 was cute as
a button. I initially did not know if I
could save her as a cat had attacked
her, leaving several punctures and
injuring her tail, the end of which fell
off. This will not greatly affect her
ability to glide or leap, however. I am
so pleased that she lived.

Photo right: One of the flyers prior to moving to an
outdoor cage was on the side of his hanging hammock
bed. It was good timing that he paused in order for me
to take his picture for they are quite fast.
After being weaned from their formula, flyers are fed
a variety of seeds, nuts, acorns, vegetables, and fruits.
They also like freshly cut maple branches. They are
then situated in a large outdoor habitat for about two
months where they can leap among branches preparing
for their release in the wild.
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Arrivals and Releases
Eastern Gray Squirrels
All of the fall gray babies have grown up and been
released. We still have others in care though which were
admitted in January and February. We never seem to run out of
gray squirrels! The one in the photo seems interested in the
camera ,or maybe he’s just a ham.
We admit more than 200 gray squirrels each year. Most are
orphaned babies which must be nursed for some months until
weaned. They then spend one or two months in an outdoor
enclosure prior to being released.

Hummingbird

The photos above chronicle my encounter with a young ruby-throated hummingbird. He arrived at
the Center weakened after spending more than a day trapped in a garage. When he became weak,
the homeowners were able to pick him up and bring him to me for help. I made a mixture of sugar
water that I use in hummingbird feeders: one quarter cup granulated sugar to one cup of warm
water. As I held the diminutive bird in my hand (photo, above left), I offered him the liquid
mixture with a 5 ml oral syringe by placing the tip of his bill into the barrel of the syringe. He
drank readily, and a few minutes later I repeated the effort with the same result. I placed him in a
soft-sided cage into which I had placed a bird perch and a hummingbird feeder, and I also placed a
basking lamp outside of the cage shining in it for warmth. After one more feeding by hand, the
little jewel of a bird began to fly rapidly all over the cage, and I knew that I would not be able to
hand feed him anymore as he could escape the cage into my porch area. I called the nice man
who had brought the hummer in and told him that I could bring the bird to his property for release,
which I did immediately. In the photo, (above, right), I had just opened the cage, and the hummer
can be seen on the far left of the photo flying away. What a thrill it was to assist this tiny avian
creature!
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Arrivals and Releases
Raccoons

Throughout the winter and spring, many baby raccoons have been admitted for care at the Center.
Our volunteers, who are authorized to raise them in their homes, are life savers. We just receive
more than Ron and I can handle! Babies under 200 grams are fed 6 feedings per day; so it is very
labor intensive. Besides the feedings, there are many other chores to be done: laundering their
bedding, preparing the formula, and giving them the attention that they demand.

This little guy, named Reggie, came in all alone and weighing only 90 grams. The photo above, on
the left was taken at a younger age than the photo on the right. Reggie has had two rounds of
inoculations now and has joined two others that are his size (pictured in the photo below, left). We
try to always raise animals with others of their same species for proper socialization.
Photo (below, right): one of the latest arrivals is welcomed at the Center.
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Arrivals and Releases
Raccoons
Peanut

I received a telephone call from a very nice lady in Casselberry, FL, concerning an unfortunate
adult raccoon with a peanut butter jar stuck on its head. The raccoon had been observed for three
days and was unable to remove the plastic jar which was tightly wedged. Rosina McVicker, one of
our volunteers who has her rabies vaccinations, agreed to go to the house where the raccoon was
seen. The lady stated that the raccoon came there every morning at 6:45 A M. On the first
morning, the raccoon did arrive but Rosina failed to catch her. The next morning, Rosina called;
she caught the raccoon and was on her way to the Center. I was able to sedate the raccoon (which
was very large) and then cut the plastic jar off of her head. We placed her in a mid-sized cage
where I could monitor her closely. A little later, I administered sub-q fluids to rehydrate her. The
next day, I noted that she had eaten all of the food and drank the water in the cage; so Ron and I
administered the standard vaccinations and moved her to our largest outdoor cage so that she could
continue to recover from this horrible ordeal.

These photos (above and right) were not of great quality, but
they help to depict the dire situation better than words could
do. Prior to cutting the plastic jar off, I attempted to dislodge
it with my hands but it would not budge. I had some good
clippers which fit into the edge of the jar without causing
more trauma. As tightly as it was wedged, I do not know
how she was able to breath. Once she recovers completely,
Peanut will be released.

Photo left: Peanut was relaxing in the large
outdoor enclosure.
7

Arrivals and Releases
Cottontail and Marsh Rabbits

This adorable juvenile cottontail rabbit was raised at the Center on formula and when old enough,
was weaned to eat solid foods. They love spring mix greens, sliced apples, and carrots as well as
Timothy hay. At this size, we house them in a large bunny habitat indoors and provide a bed box.

Here is a marsh rabbit, also a native Florida species. At this size, he was still drinking bunny
formula and starting to eat greens, apples, carrots, and hay.
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Arrivals and Releases
Virginia Opossums

I received a batch of neonate
opossums in February which weighed
13-14 grams each. They received 8
feedings each day (and night).
Caring for neonate animals is
difficult and time consuming. When
I am feeding tinies, I say that I am on
a tight leash. If I need to purchase
foods and supplies, I sometimes must
make two trips out to accomplish it
as I must return in between in order
to feed the little babies.

Two weeks later, their
eyes opened, and
they began to grow
fur. Feedings were
reduced to 5 times per
day.

In the photo (right), I was using a tube
( a 3 1/2 French catheter) to feed one of the
dozen baby opossums in care. I draw the
formula in through the tube and into the
syringe so that the proper amount can be
given. The animals are weighed regularly
and fed a certain amount of formula
according to weight charts that I have for
various species. At this stage, the opossum
weighed 30 grams and was fed 1 1/2 ml per
feeding. The formulas are always warmed
prior to use.
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Attracting songbirds to your yard...

Catbirds also love fruit such as apples.

Catbirds enjoyed dry dog and cat food.

A yellow rumped warbler also liked fruit.

We observed this yellow bellied
sapsucker eating apples daily.

Left: Robins enjoy a nice bath.
Who doesn’t?
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River Otter

Arrivals and Releases

On March 5, we received the first otter baby of the year, a 2 1/2 pound little girl who was found
without a parent in someone’s back yard. Volunteer, Lindy Williams, agreed to drive to the locale
to rescue the youngster. The homeowner had been able to place a container over the otter
until Lindy arrived to prevent the otter’s escape. After checking for any signs of a mother, Lindy
loaded the baby in a pet carrier and transported her to our Center. I had recently ordered fresh otter
formula from the Fox Valley Company in order to be prepared for any baby otters that we could
receive. The formula is in powder form and is easily reconstituted with water and then refrigerated.
Of course, we heat it before giving it to babies. The otter took her first bottle very well as she did
all future bottles which were offered. On March 9, we began to offer small fish which she enjoyed.

Birds of Prey

Both the red shouldered hawk and the eastern screech owl admitted to the Center were viable.
The hawk just recouped overnight, and the screechy was transferred to the BOP center for rehab.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Jennifer Rosenfeldt is another volunteer listed to
raise animals for the WRC. She recently brought
four raccoons ready for an outdoor cage.

Terri White was thrilled to receive four
baby boy raccoons to raise. She is one of
ten volunteers listed on WRC permits able
to raise wildlife for us in her home.

Posing for the photo were Ron Hardee and
Leslie Johnson, a longtime volunteer of WRC.

Marshall Wolfe helped us to release some
squirrels recently.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Volunteer, Rosina McVicker, helped move an
opossum to a new cage.

Dr. Jane Fishman Leon made friends with a
flying squirrel in the outdoor habitat at WRC.
13

Dr. David Jourdenais and staff, Kelly,
examined a fawn at his vet clinic, Geneva
Oaks Animal Hospital.

I bid farewell to a red bellied woodpecker which
recovered from a collision with a glass window.

IN MEMORY
In loving memory of long-time member and animal lover, Betty Macejewski, who
is survived by her daughter, Stacy Macejewski, also a long-time member of the
WRC.
In memory of Marilyn Johnson from Jeffrey and Kristina Rice.
In memory of Alice Kerr from Frank White of Manton, CA, and from
Diana Rogers.

These magnificent Florida turkeys were observed at the property of volunteer,
Marshall Wolfe. He said that he sees as many as two dozen when they stroll through
every morning. He also sees white tail deer daily, not to mention gray squirrels, and
many species of birds.
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Wish List
Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted
peanuts, shelled pecans, any unshelled nuts, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any
brands of dry dog or cat foods.
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”, fleece fabric (can be
purchased at Joanne’s Fabrics), which is used to make sleeping hammocks; small
size “Catac” nipples and “Miracle nipples” for feeding squirrels (available from
Chris’ Squirrels and More on line)
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands; unscented
laundry detergent and dryer softener sheets; black, heavy duty trash bags with
ties; Charmin bathroom tissue; liquid hand soap; zip-lock gallon-sized freezer
bags with zipper closures and other sizes as well; spray cleaners such as “409” or
Lysol; Pine-Sol cleaner for floors.
Office supplies: Copy paper, spiral notebooks, post-it notes
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas,
and equipment required to “do the job.” We really appreciate all of our
wonderful members who have supported this work-without you, we could not
succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.

Baby mourning doves are being raised at the Center this spring.
The WRC is listed on Amazon Smile. By designating our Center when you place an order on
Amazon, the WRC will receive a percentage of the amount spent on Amazon; and it doesn’t
cost you anything.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. IRS Tax exempt # 59-3130779

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save so many lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon;
Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for
more than 20 years;
Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton,
East Orlando Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson,
Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley.
All of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful staff have assisted the
Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce and bottled
water, Publix at Orange and Michigan Avenues for the dry cat and dog foods,
BJs, Lake Underhill, for the bakery items, and thank you to longtime friends at
Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting
injured water birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.
We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we
rescue.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who
have gone above and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned
wildlife. They have worked very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate
all that they have done for us and for the animals.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John Rogers of Orlando
International Airport for assisting us with wildlife releases. You have helped us
so much as good release sites are hard to find!
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White,
Thressa Jones, Ethel Huggins, Nathalie Barnhart, and Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helpers, Tom Capellini and Rosina McVicker.
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Valerie and Gary Martin, Wayne Koladey,
Frankie Thompson, Valerie Jenkins Clarke, Lee Day, Jack & Sandy Juba
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the
web site. Jack also is our IT guy, donating many hours of computer work.
Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for building climbing cages, feeders, and bed boxes for the
squirrels, and for completing various repairs at the center. Marshall is a true friend in need.

One of our latest additions, a 4 week old baby raccoon,
took her bottle without hesitation. She was very chubby
and healthy when admitted to the Center.
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