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I would like to extend my sincere wishes to all of my “wildlife friends”
for a peaceful and joyous holiday season. This year was an extremely
busy one which has left all of us who volunteer raising wildlife tired and
drained. Since April of this year, we have been inundated with
emergency phone calls and admitting animals for care. I want to thank
the many volunteers, veterinarians, and our supporting members for
helping us to weather this past year. Despite the high numbers of
patients coming in for care, we have maintained a high success rate.
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Hurricane Matthew
On Thursday, October 6, Ron and I began to make final hour preparations as a
category 4 hurricane was predicted to pass just off the Atlantic coast impacting us at
the center. Earlier in the week, I had already shopped for groceries and supplies, so
on the last day, we had to move any items which could be blown around outside by
high winds. In between feeding our many “bottle babies”, we moved garbage cans,
lumber, outdoor picnic tables, potted plants, two dozen outdoor squirrel and bird
feeders-the list was seemingly endless. By dark that day, we felt that we had secured
all items that were not nailed down. Having been through hurricanes Charlie, Jeanne,
and Frances in 2004, we knew that we could be in for a tough ride! During Charlie,
26 large trees were toppled, and we were without power until Ron’s brother, Mark
Hardee, brought his portable giant generator and hooked it up. Until then, trying to
keep tiny baby squirrels and raccoons warm was futile. Heating formula to feed them
was a night mare.
Vowing that I never wanted to endure that situation again, two years ago, Ron and I
personally paid for a full house Generac generator and a 250 gallon propane tank to
be installed. When the power goes out, the system turns on automatically within 10
seconds.
During the night of October 6, the winds blew fiercely from 2:00 am and through the
entire next day. No trees blew down on any of our structures, but several large maples
snapped in half, falling at an angle and still attached to the main trunk. Tree limbs
and leaves blanketed the yard areas, but all of our cages held firm; and every animal
in care was fine although a bit scared.
Mid morning, we lost power and our phone line, but the Generac system powered on
within 10 seconds. We had lights, television, a/c, stove, refrigerators and freezers,
but, of course no phone line. All of the tiny infants in care remained warm on their
heating pads, and their formulas could be warmed in the microwave to feed them their
four meals per day. All in all, it went better than expected; and we regained power by
4 p.m. the following afternoon.
For the next few weeks, we received baby squirrels on a daily basis, and all of our
squirrel volunteers became overly busy with the feedings, formulas, laundry and
medications associated with infant squirrel care. Our lives were taken over by the
responsibility of caring for so many in need. We owe a big thank you to the
following for their dedicated efforts: Esther Plummer, Lindy Williams, Leslie
Johnson, Terri White, Sandy Adams, Iris and Bob Reynolds, Joe and Jill Roselek,
Mike Melone, Terry Beckett, Thressa Jones, Ethel Huggins, Donna Holly, Amy and
John Cantalupo, Nathalie Barnhart, Kelly Dubois and Brooke Arnez.
Because so many caring people worked together selflessly, we did not turn away any
animals that needed help and saved many innocent lives.
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Arrivals and Releases

White Tail Deer
Through the spring and summer months, we received 16 fawns needing our care.
Since our last newsletter, we received the last one of the season, a 4 pound baby
boy in August that was rescued from a lake. The young man who rescued the fawn
named him “Bandy” and tried but failed to feed him for a day or two before
contacting our center. We had no trouble in getting the baby to take his bottle, and a
physical exam revealed no medical issues. Bandy grew well under our care, but after
a month, we checked with our friend and fellow rehabilitator, Wynne Burns (Winnie),
of Fort Pierce, FL. She had two fawns in care at her facility and agreed that we could
send our single one so that he could be raised with others of his species.
Throughout the season, we were able to send fawns to Winnie once we stabilized
them. Our volunteer, Lindy Williams, has learned the ins and outs of caring for
fawns and was able to care for many of them until they were well enough to send to
Winnie. We owe much to volunteer transporters, Valerie and Gary Martin, who made
many long trips for us taking the fawns to Winnie. The baby deer are worth every
effort made to save them.
Here are photos of our latest fawn, Bandy,
who resided here at our center for a month
this fall.

3

Arrivals and Releases

Above: a baby chimney swift

Above: an injured great horned owl

Above: a great egret needed help

Above: a baby mockingbird, one of many
baby songbirds needing constant care

Left: I held a juvenile red tailed hawk
which was transported to The Audubon
Center for Birds of Prey for evaluation and
rehab.
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Arrivals and Releases
(Photo right) A baby gopher
tortoise sustained a puncture
wound from a dog, but was well on
the way to recovery when we sent
him to Dr. Diaz at the Lake Howell
Animal Hospital. This baby was a
greedy little eater, devouring
tomatoes and romaine lettuce.

(Photo left) Ron Hardee posed with a
rescued yellow rat snake prior to
releasing it unharmed. In the course of a
year, we usually only receive two or three
snakes. The oddest case was a rat snake
which had swallowed a golf ball that it
had mistaken for an egg. The golf ball
was surgically removed at an animal
hospital, and the snake was sent to us for
its recovery time. It was returned to its
home territory for release.

(Photo right) A peninsular cooter
came in after tangling with a car, but
luckily, it received only minor scrapes
and was released after some care at
the center.
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Arrivals and Releases

We received a female Brazilian Free-Tailed
bat which was very weak upon arrival.
After receiving fluids and feedings for two
weeks, she was ready to be released. In the
photo above, she ate a meal worm in my
hand; and the photo at right was taken just
before she was freed to resume her life.

(Photo left) This marsh rabbit was raised
here at our center, and this photo was taken
prior to her release on our property where
we had seen another marsh rabbit on a
regular basis.

What is cuter than baby cottontail rabbits
just opening their eyes in astonishment at
the big world around them? I can’t think
of anything more adorable.
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Arrivals and Releases

Eastern Gray Squirrels

Above: neonate, 12 gram baby gray
Right: three young juvenile grays
Since January 1st of this year, our facility has admitted more than 300 eastern gray
squirrels for care-my friends, that is a lot of squirrels! Of course, when they are
infants, we feed them formula with special nipples on syringes. As they grow, we
offer shelled pecans, monkey chow biscuits, and later, sunflower seeds, acorns,
roasted peanuts and a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables donated by the Eastwood
Publix Store. Until they weigh about 90 grams, we house them in plastic containers
with soft bedding, and heating pads or incubators provide needed warmth.
Once they are more than 90 grams in weight, they are moved into wire climbing
cages built by volunteer, Marshall Wolfe. We use ferret cubes filled with pieces of
fleece as beds, and during the daylight hours, a uv light is utilized. At this stage,
they still receive 4 feedings of formula per day. For many weeks this fall, just
feeding squirrels was taking Ron and me 8 hours per day. We had many other
animals in care as well, so 16 hour days became the norm.
Once they graduate to a climbing cage
(right), the squirrels are introduced to
a wide variety of fruits, vegetables,
seeds, and nuts. After the squirrels are
about 240 grams (nearly half a pound),
we move them to outdoor enclosures
with wooden bed and food boxes,
which Marshall Wolfe is kind to build
for them. After a month or more in the
outdoor cages, the squirrels are ready
for release.
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Arrivals and Releases

Southern Flying Squirrels

Above: one of this year’s tiny babies
Right: After a month in care, this one tries
some sweet potato-yummy.
As in past years, we began to admit baby flying squirrels in September. Due to their
tiny size, feeding them is a delicate proceedure. By mid October, we had 12 of the
little munchkins requiring four feedings per day. When the flyer babies are 24 grams
in weight, I house them in a climbing cage with a “ferret cube” for their bed. Favorite
foods are offered, but the babies remain on their formula four times per day until they
reach 40 grams in weight and are fed three formula feedings per day. We wean them
from the formula when they reach 50 grams and are moved to an outdoor enclosure.
Because they are nocturnal, they sleep all day in their bed boxes, but during the night,
it is party time for flying squirrels.
Below: Flyers peek out of their bed in a
Below: sleeping baby flyers
climbing cage-it’s time for dinner!
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Arrivals and Releases

Virginia Opossums

Opossums continued to arrive for care
through the late summer and early fall. In
the photo, right, is a group of babies housed
in an aquarium. At this stage, they can lap
their formula from a shallow saucer and eat
grapes, canned cat food, dry kitten chow,
apples, bananas, and crickets. In the wild,
80% of the opossums’ diet is insects.
In September, we received two injured
female opossums with pouch babies. We
kept the babies housed with their moms so
that they could be nursed and cared for by
their mothers. In the photo below right is
one of the mothers with her babies.
In the photo, below, left, is a group of older
juveniles which were raised here at the
Center and nearing release size.

Photo left: an opossum is finally released after months
of rehab by one of our volunteers, Ethel Huggins.
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Arrivals and Releases

Raccoons

Several months ago, one of my volunteers
who helps to raise squirrels brought me a
baby raccoon. Since the volunteer was on
duty as a police officer at the time, he had
to get permission to transport the raccoon
in his patrol car. That done, I met him in
my driveway where the little baby was
handed over in a trash can, which was all
that was available to contain the little guy.
I thanked my friend for saving the raccoon,
and then I said to the policeman who was
in full uniform with badge and gun “ I have
just one question for you. Did you read
him his rights before you took him in?”
I named the baby raccoon “Officer”, and he
was raised with two other raccoons his size
here at the center.

Two other baby raccoons were brought in for care after a large hawk attacked their
nest. The unusual part of this story was that the nest was in a huge staghorn fern
hanging under a tree in someone’s yard. I did not give these raccoons individual
names, but called them “the staghorn babies”. They eventually joined two others
their size after receiving their vaccinations and being weaned from their bottles. The
two raccoons who joined them were raised by volunteer, Terri White, who called hers
“The Softies” because they had the softest fur ever.

Raccoons love to sleep in the
fleece hammocks that we
provide. We also give them toy
stuffed animals which they love
to cuddle.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Above:
Kelly Duboise and
Brooke Arnez

Mary Ann Rouch and Toki

Left: Gail Harris

Left: Hans Wysoki

Above: Helen Schmid

Valerie Jenkins
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

James Johnson, OIA, wildlife staff

Squirrel parents, Iris & Bob Reynolds

OIA wildlife staff, John Rogers

Squirrel mom, Donna Holly

Tom Capellini, on-site volunteer for 20 years

Ethel Huggins & opossum.

Mike Melone, squirrel dad

Stacy Russo
Frankie Thompson
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Lindy Williams and Esther Plummer

Terri White

Leslie Johnson
Sandy Juba

Wayne Koleday

Right: Wayne Hardee

Above: Jennifer Rosenfeldt
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Wildlife Center Board Members

Lori Grady

Johnny Metcalf

Terry Beckett

Dr. Jane Fishman Leon
Dr. David Jourdenais

Torben Madson

Carol Hardee
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Center Wish List
Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted
peanuts, shelled pecans, any unshelled nuts, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any
brands of dry dog or cat foods. Acorns and hickory nuts.
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”, fleece fabric (can be
purchased at Joanne’s Fabrics), which is used for bedding, stuffed toy animals for
the baby raccoons,
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands, unscented
laundry detergent and dryer softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash bags with built
in ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap, facial tissues,
spray cleaners such as “409” or Lysol, pine-sol cleaner for floors, bleach.
General supplies: copy paper, electric cup warmers (to keep formulas warm as
we feed), bales of hay
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas,
and equipment required to “do the job.” In 2015, it cost $95,000 to operate our
center.
We really appreciate all of our wonderful members who have supported this
work-without you, we could not succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.

Baby crows being fed

Baby raccoon with her toy animal

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save countless lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon; Geneva Oaks
Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for more than 20 years;
Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orlando Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson,
Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley. All of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful
staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.

We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.
Thank you Jeanie Galloway, a very special friend of the wildlife center for years.

A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for the wildlife.
We are so pleased that rehabilitator, Wynne Burns of All Creatures Safe Place, Fort Pierce,
FL, could accept our many fawns for care.
Thanks to the good folks at Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge for accepting animals transferred
from our center to theirs. We greatly appreciate the help.

A big thanks to Nancy Hunter at Publix store #436 for collecting dry dog and
cat food for the raccoons in care.
Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their assistance.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John Rogers for assisting us with releases.
You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White, Ethel Huggins,
Thressa Jones, Nathalie Barnhart, and Esther & Wallace Plummer. Thanks!
On site helper Tom Capellini.
A THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins, Jack & Sandy Juba, Mary Ann Rouch, Valerie &Gary Martin,
and Lee Day
Those who raise squirrels: Donna Holly, Sandy Adams, Iris and Bob Reynolds,
Terry and Bill Beckett, Mike Melone, Amy and John Cantalupo, Kelly Duboise, Brooke Arnez,
Luanne Smith, Becky and Gene Fry
I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.

Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, (left)
for building climbing cages, feeders,
and bed boxes this fall for the squirrels and for completing various repairs at the center. We took this photo
of Marshall right after he dropped off
a bunch of bed and feeding boxes for
the squirrels. He even makes special
release boxes for the flying squirrels
which have small entrance holes just
their size.
Ron’s brother, Jackie Hardee (right) of
Raleigh, N.C., has helped us so much with our
computers that we could not function
without him. When my computer for the
Center stopped working due to a power surge
this fall, Jack drove from North Carolina to
Florida and was here the next day. He
transferred all of the data from the old
computer to a new one that I purchased, and
we did not lose any of our information. He
volunteers his time and computer expertise to
the center and also helps prepare the
completed newsletter for printing.
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