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We are sorry to announce the passing of Alice Kerr:
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We lost our long-time volunteer, friend, and my mom, Alice Kerr, on April 13, 2016,
to brain cancer. Mom began to have stroke symptoms, and the initial x-ray done on
February 29 of this year revealed unexpected tumors in her brain. She was
hospitalized briefly in March for more extensive MRIs and CAT scans and was
diagnosed as terminal. Mom had lived with Ron and me since 2001, and she came
home with us for her final month. During those weeks, I was unable to write the April
newsletter-the only issue that I ever missed in twenty years. On the “In Memory”
page, I have written more about Alice’s life-long assistance to animals both wild and
tame. I owe much thanks to all of the volunteers who worked extra diligently through
this most difficult time to assure that the injured and orphaned wildlife were admitted
for care as always. The photo is of Alice Kerr bottle feeding a fawn at the Center.
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Bobcats

Arrivals and Releases

In our December “News”, I related the story of a severely injured baby bobcat, which
had sustained punctures from bites to her head. We had received her for care on
September 21, and she was with us until shortly after we received yet another young
injured bobcat on November 6. Volunteer, Esther Plummer, captured the
injured male, which weighed about 8 pounds and transported him to our center. I
contacted Big Cat Rescue in Tampa, Florida; and they agreed to accept both of the
bobcats for ongoing care, rehab, and release. On November 10, a staff member from
Big Cat Rescue drove to us from Tampa, we loaded the bobcats into secure crates,
and they were then transported to the other facility. We were very pleased to receive
the help from this large organization which only rehabs bobcats and has great
facilities for them.

Photo left: Female bobcat after a full
recovery from her head injuries.

Photo right: The larger male was quite
feisty and beginning to recover from
his back injury when we transferred
the two bobcats.
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Arrivals and Releases

White Tail Deer
We received several baby fawns this spring, some of which were in desperate trouble.
Volunteer, Lindy Williams, rescued some and provided initial emergency care,
including sub-q fluids and medications. Several calls regarding fawns occurred
because people saw a baby lying in an area during the day time without the mother.
We inform people reassuringly that the mother deer leaves her baby all day, returning
after the sun sets, leaving again when the sunlight comes the following morning. The
doe does this for the fawn’s protection because the baby has almost no odor to attract
predators, while the mother deer has scent. There are two major signs to determine
that a fawn needs to be rescued: the fawn is observed wandering around, crying, as
if lost and searching for its mother, or there are green “bottle” flies buzzing around
the fawn, and fly eggs or maggots may be seen on the baby. In these cases, the fawn
needs help right away.
This spring, Wynne Burns of All Creature Safe Place, of Fort Pierce, FL, agreed to
accept several of our fawns to her facility for care. She already had some fawns the
same size and was able to raise them together as a little herd. We want to thank
volunteer, Valerie Martin and her husband, Gary Martin, for helping to transport.
In January, we released the injured fawn that FL Fish and Wildlife officers had
brought to us for care in September. She had really done well while she was here at
our facility, and we released her on our property. Since the release, we have seen the
doe on a regular basis, and she looks great. The photo was taken prior to her release.
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Arrivals and Releases

River Otters

The cutest baby girl otter came in for care on January 13, this year. I received a call
from a person who had found the baby otter, and after some consideration, she wisely
decided not to attempt caring for it herself. The person was on the west side of town,
so I called on volunteer, Terri White, who was all too pleased to go rescue the baby
otter (her first otter) and care for it overnight. Terri then transported the baby to us
the following day. We enjoyed raising her, bottle feeding, and watching her antics.
We knew that she would need the companionship of another otter, and Gail Strait, a
rehabber on the west coast of Florida had a little boy otter which also needed a buddy.
Volunteer, Leslie Johnson, was going to that area on March 3, and, so we said
goodbye to sweet Olivia whom Terri White had named. Olivia and her new friend
otter immediately bonded, playing and frolicking together. We were so happy to have
given our girl the opportunity to grow up with a friend of her own species.
By the time that Olivia was transferred, she was beginning to enjoy eating fish as well
as taking her formula. Otters, being members of the weasel family, have a rapid
metabolism, so they eat more frequently and consume larger amounts that most other
mammals of comparable size. In Florida, pups are generally born in December, and
at times, we have received them as new borns to raise, which is a laborious task due
to the frequent feeding schedule. They are worth every effort expended, of course.
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Arrivals and Releases

Photo left: Ron Hardee enjoyed feeding
Olivia almost as much as she enjoyed drinking
her bottle. You may notice that many of the
photos on the volunteer pages are of
volunteers holding the otter. This is because
everyone wanted their picture taken with the
baby otter! Well, I say you can’t have too
much of a good thing, and who can blame
them?

Olivia
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Raccoons

Arrivals and Releases

This spring and summer, all of us volunteering for the WRC who raise raccoons have
been especially busy with the high workload. Some other rehab facilities in the area
could not take in any raccoons due to illnesses, and we had to cover several
counties for quite an extended period of time. We were continually trying to safely
house them as they were admitted for care. Since raccoons can have any of a
multitude of diseases, we keep them separated until they pass a 30 day quarantine or
are old enough to receive inoculations. We are only allowed 10 volunteers listed on
our wildlife permits to raise raccoons, and all of them had their hands full. April and
May are the months in which we receive the highest numbers; so, hopefully, we have
successfully completed the most difficult time of the year for raccoons.

Photo left: Volunteer Terri White
introduced a group of her hand raised
raccoons to the outdoor enclosure at the
center, where they resided until their
release.

Photo below left: A newborn raccoon weighing a mere 67 grams was brought to us for care on
Christmas day, so we named her “Krissy Kringle”. Photo below right: Krissy grew well in our care
and as the photo shows, loved her bottles of formula. For weeks, Ron Hardee was in charge of
feeding her 6 bottles per day, including a 3 am feeding.
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Arrivals and Releases

Eastern Gray Squirrels

Many baby squirrels came in for care over the fall, winter, and spring months,
keeping our “squirrel” moms and dads working overtime. By April, the arrivals
finally slowed to a crawl-giving volunteers who only raise squirrels a little reprieve.
When the babies are very young, they receive their liquid formula by hand from
syringes with special nipples made for squirrels. They are housed in containers on
heating pads or in incubators so that their body temperatures can be maintained.
Once they are over 100 grams in weight, we house them in wire climbing cages
with a hanging device as a bed. They are still bottle fed four times per day until
they are over 180 grams at which time, the feedings can be reduced to 2-3 times per
day. While housed in the climbing cages, the young squirrels are introduced to nuts
and a variety of vegetables and fruits. Once the young ones are 220-240 grams and
weaned from the formula, we move them to an outdoor cage with a bed box,
climbing branches, a box for seeds and nuts, and fresh produce daily. I like to
provide a different group of veggies each day as well as fruits. After spending a
month or more in the outdoor enclosure, I release them in areas where I have been
given permission and where there is proper habitat for them.

This photo is of a juvenile gray
squirrel which had graduated to a
climbing cage indoors.
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Arrivals and Releases

Sherman’s Fox Squirrel

A nice lady drove all the way from Plant City, Florida, in February with a baby fox squirrel which
had been found cold and on the ground. The woman told me that she and her husband had raised
several gray squirrels in the past and considered raising this one. They decided to give the fox
squirrel to a rehab center because it is illegal to possess an animal on the endangered species list.
They named her “Sherman” believing her to have been a male, but I found that the squirrel was a
female; so I just called her “Sherma” to feminize the original name.
Upon admitting her, I noticed that Sherma did not have a robust appetite, and I treated her with my
standard routine for this problem. After finishing the treatment, I noticed that Sherma had just a
little clear discharge from her nostrils and seemed to sneeze quite often. This alarmed me as those
are two major symptoms of Klebsiella pneumonia that I have observed in gray squirrels, and it can
be very deadly. I did not have time to have a bacterial culture run, but rather commenced giving the
medication for the dreaded disease immediately. My thinking was that, if correct in my diagnosis,
I would have a good chance of saving her life. If wrong, the treatment would not harm Sherma as
long as I was careful to provide adequate fluids. Over the next week, I administered injections of
Amikacin antibiotic twice daily. After a few days, the young fox squirrel ceased her sneezing, and
her appetite increased to a normal level. I am certain that this squirrel would have died had she
remained in the hands of the untrained public.
Sherma moved to an outdoor enclosure after spending some weeks indoors in a squirrel climbing
cage. I provided her with a bed box, feed box, climbing branches, and continued to offer her the
squirrel formula until she refused it, which took several more weeks. In May, I transferred my
wonderful fox squirrel to Anamis, a rehab facility in Ocala, FL, where they would perform a soft
release on their large property, and where other fox squirrels reside. It was hard to say goodbye;
however, I must always do what is best for the animals in my care. The photos are of Sherma and
me.
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Southern Flying Squirrels
Last fall and winter, we had received bunches of baby flyers, which I raised until the last were
finally released this spring. The smallest were only 4 and 5 grams when admitted for care, but I
was able to save them. After they were weaned from their formula, the groups were placed into
outdoor enclosures with special flying squirrel bed boxes built for them by Marshall Wolfe.
There were three separate groups, which due to their different ages, were not mixed together. If
added together, they often will fight, and we do not want any of our babies to receive injuries. As
each group was old enough for release, I climbed a ladder with the flyers in their bed box, and hung
the box in an oak tree. I put some duck tape over the escape holes until I hung the box, and I then
removed the tape so that the squirrels could come and go as they pleased. I also hung a special feed
box from a lower limb to provide lots of treats for the liberated squirrels. Marshall Wolfe builds
the flying squirrel boxes with extra small entrance holes which accommodate them but not the gray
squirrels who have their own boxes. This prevents the little flyers from being evicted from their
homes by larger squirrels.

Photo left: one of the flying squirrels
accepted a special treat- they love
pomegranates.

Photo right: This is a special female flyer who was
admitted with a badly mangled leg after a cat attack.
Dr. Jourdenais was kind to remove the leg in order
to save the squirrel’s life. Although she was
admitted full grown, she has never bitten me when I
have handled her-quite unusual. She stays here now
as she cannot be released to the wild with three legs,
but she seems to be content.

9

Arrivals and Releases

Birds
Photo right: This beautiful female
ruby throated humming bird was
admitted with an injured wing. She
was eating well, but could not fly
well enough for release. We were so
excited that Sea World of Orlando
agreed to take her. If she cannot
ever be released, they will give her
a permanent home there. She is one
lucky little bird.

We have received many other species of birds here at the Center, especially with baby bird season
being in full swing since April.

Photo left: baby blue jay
Photo bottom left: a juvenile red bellied
woodpecker
Photo bottom right: grackles, a brown thrasher,
mocking birds, and a house sparrow-all hungry
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Opossums
During April and May, scores of
orphaned baby opossums
arrived at the Center needing
care and feeding. Many kind
people checked the pouches
of dead mother opossums and
found living babies which they
brought to us. The largest group
was nine babies from one
deceased mother, and we saved
them all. In June, the second
wave of baby opossums came in
for care, and I was tubally
feeding again five times per day.

Rabbits
During April and May, we sometimes
admitted rabbits on a daily basis. The
photo at right is of an adorable marsh
rabbit baby which came in for care, and the
photo below is of a tiny, baby cottontail.
We thank rehabber, Gail Harris, of Geneva,
FL, for taking some of the bunny babies
when we were overloaded-she is a great
help.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Tom Capellini working hard

Esther Plummer

Melanie and Dr. Jane Fishman Leon

Wayne Hardee ready to pressure wash a cage
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Wildlife Center Volunteers

Lindy Williams

Thressa Jones

Nathalie Barnhart

Jennifer Rosenfeldt
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In Memory
How can I put into words what my mom, Alice Kerr, was like as a person or
describe how much she accomplished in her lifetime by aiding animals in need ?
I cannot truly provide a head count of dogs and cats that she rescued and gave
a home to over the years, nor, since 1955, the number of songbirds rescued and
raised to be set free when grown. She was the epitome of kindheartedness, and
her gentle spirit will live on in all who knew her.
I am the rehabilitator and rescuer who I am today because of her example and
encouragement. Mom moved in with Ron and me in 2001 as it was ever
increasingly difficult for her to reside alone in a house on three acres with the
day-to-day upkeep. Mom had been a volunteer for the WRC since we began,
raising squirrels and raccoons for us. Once she came to live with us, she took
on many daily chores such as cleaning the outdoor raccoon cages and providing
the food for them twice per day, rain or shine, summer or winter until the last
month of her life. She never really asked for anything for herself but was
content in knowing that she made a difference in the lives of animals which
needed her help.
I am lost without her now, but I am determined to carry on in order to rescue as
many lives as possible which is certainly all that mom would have asked of me.
I owe a great debt of gratitude to the friends and volunteers who never faltered
during the difficult time of her illness when I was unable to perform my routine
duties. I thank all who brought food, took phone calls, sent cards, accepted
extra animals for care, and were so loving in their support.

Carol Hardee and Alice Kerr, March, 2016

Alice Kerr with two orphaned kitties
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A photo of Alice Kerr bottle feeding
three fawns at the Center

Alice Kerr posed with a raccoon baby

In Memory

We also are saddened by the passing of Dottie Speight on December 24, 2015.
Joan Rusk of Saint Cloud, FL, passed away on October 29, 2015. Long-time
member, Joan Lemosy, lost her husband, Fred Lemosy, in August of 2014. We
sympathize with our members for their grief.

Wish List
Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted
peanuts, shelled pecans, any unshelled nuts, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any
brands of dry dog or cat foods.
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands, unscented
laundry detergent and dryer softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash bags with
ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, liquid hand soap, spray cleaners such as “409” or
Lysol, cleaners for floors.
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, medicines, foods,
formulas, and equipment required to “do the job.” We really appreciate all of our
wonderful members who have supported this work-without you, we could not
succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer
Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by the state
of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save countless lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.

A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon; Geneva Oaks
Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for more than 25 years;
Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orlando Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson,
Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley. All of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful
staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment. Their expert medical assistance for the wildlife has
been so appreciated over the years.

We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.
Thank you Jeanie Galloway, who continues to send us gift boxes of wish list items for the
animals in care. A big hug to you, Miss Jeanie!
Thanks to Cindy Corrado and Lisa Piecora for holding a softball clinic with proceeds donated
to WRC. They raised more than $1,000 for the animals!
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for the animals.
A thank you goes to the nice folks at Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge for accepting the
transfers of animals when we received many more than we could handle here.
We thank rehabilitator, Wynne Burns of All Creatures Safe Place, Fort Pierce, FL, for
accepting fawns, birds, and foxes for on-going care.
Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their assistance.
We appreciate the pet foods donated by the Publix store # 436-and Nancy Hunter who brings
it to us.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John Rogers of the Orlando International
Airport for assisting us with releases. You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
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Thank You To The Following:
Wildlife Center Volunteers

Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for building climbing cages and bed boxes for the squirrels and
raccoons, and for completing various repairs here at the center.
Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White, Ethel Huggins,
Jennifer Fletcher Odum, Thressa Jones, Nathalie Barnhart, and Esther & Wallace Plummer.
We thank foster parents for squirrels: Donna Holly, Mike Melone, Kelly Duboise, Brooke
Arnez, Iris and Bob Reynolds, Luanne Smith, Sandy Adams, Becky & Gene Fry,
Amy & John Cantalupo, Brian & Christine Roy, Bonnie & Richie Rhodes,
Elissa McQuarrie, and Beth Rettinger
On site helpers, Joyce Hacker and Tom Capellini-good work!
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Wayne Koladey, Frankie Thompson,
Valerie Jenkins, Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Valerie and Gary Martin, Lou Ann
Smith, Mary Ann Rouch, Mike Melone, & Melanie Freire.
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the
web site and helping with computer problems!
I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site.

Bill and Leslie Johnson

Ethel Huggins
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.

Please notify us of address changes-bulk mail is not forwarded to you or returned to us. ***
Your membership expiration date is listed on your mailing label. ***Thanks for your support!

 Individual ($20)
 Family ($25)
 Business ($100 - $999)
 Corporate ($1000+)
 Other $_____________
AUG 2016 Newsletter
Thank you for your support!

Please fill in the following if the newsletters are to be mailed to an address different from that on your check:
NAME ____________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS___________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida (or WRC)
MAIL TO: 21117 Reindeer Road, Christmas, FL 32709 PHONE: 407-568-3200
Or Join on line at our web site by using a credit card payment. Donations are tax deductible.

