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Center News
Wishing You a Happy Holiday Season
I don’t know how this year could have been busier, but I know that many
wild animal lives were saved and suffering was eliminated. Thanks to our
selfless volunteers, veterinarians, and supporting members, we
accomplished the impossible many times. Over the past year, we saved
orphaned fawns, bobcats, squirrels, raccoons, opossums, hundreds of
birds, a spotted skunk, turtles, bats, and more. I have tried to relate a few
of the animals’ stories for you in this volume along with their lovely
photos. A baby bobcat is pictured below after six weeks in our care.
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Arrivals and Releases

Bobcat

On September 21, WRC employee, Lindy Williams, brought in an injured baby
bobcat that someone had found in the middle of a rural road. When Lindy arrived
at the Center with the little feline, we drained two abscesses from the bobcat’s head.
Each wound had a puncture from the attacker’s teeth, but we do not know what
animal caused the bites. We flushed the wounds twice per day, and the one on the
baby’s forehead dried up nicely. However the one near the top of her ear continued
to drain clear fluids despite the use of oral antibiotics twice daily for 10 days. It was
time for a visit to Dr. David Jourdenais at Geneva Oaks Animal Hospital. After examining the problematic wound, “Dr. Dave” prescribed a different antibiotic to try. After
only one dose, the wound quit seeping. Of course, I continued the medication for the
recommended time of one week as well as giving the bobcat probiotics in her food.
She really hated the medication, and soon I was not her favorite human.
At Geneva Oaks Animal
Hospital, Dr. Jourdenais and
his staff, Emiley Caywood
and Kelly Kienzie, posed
with the baby bobcat after her
examination. We have so
greatly appreciated the help
from “Dr. Dave” for more
than 25 years! He and his
staff are so kind to donate
their services to our injured
wildlife patients.

Here, the bobcat was feeling much
better having completed her
medication and recovering from
the wounds to her head. Once she
healed, we moved her from an
isolation area inside to a special
enclosure outside where a barn
has been renovated with chain link
fencing to house bobcats. She
loves the large space in which to
run and play.
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White Tail Deer

Arrivals and Releases

We received a tiny, injured fawn on August 24. Due to maggots infesting the scent
glands on his rear legs, his being dehydrated, and weighing only 3 1/2 pounds, we
listed him in critical condition. Initially, I administered subcutaneous fluids and gave
him a baby bottle with 3 ounces of Pedialyte. Of course, we removed all of the
maggots, which is always one of my favorite chores here. After two feedings of the
fluids, we began to offer bottles of pasteurized goat’s milk. He had a very good
appetite, which is always a good sign. I often say that with a healthy appetite, we are
halfway there. Thankfully, he responded very quickly to the care provided
and alleviated my fears within a few days. He was moved to a barn padded with hay
until he was strong and healed enough to go outside to the deer pen.
We had him in care here for one month, and he was transported to rehabilitator,
Wynne Burns, in Fort Pierce. She had received a fawn that at 9 pounds was his size.
We prefer wild animals to be raised with others of their species whenever possible.
Initially, the baby was kept indoors
in isolation to keep his wounds
clean. Later, he was moved to a
deer barn (photo left), and then to
an outdoor enclosure that also has a
deer barn. The young deer naturally
go into the barns in the evening, and
if they do not, we merely tempt them
with a bottle. We close and lock the
door to the deer barn so that
predators cannot harm them during
the night.

Due to the extent of his injury to one of his legs, we also
took him to see Dr. Jourdenais, who closed up the wound
with a few staples. The baby deer healed very well thanks to
all of the loving care that he received. Veterinary technician,
Kelly Kienzie and Dr. Jourdenais had their photo taken with
the precious baby after the procedure.
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Arrivals and Releases

White Tail Deer

We received another call about a juvenile deer that Florida Fish and Wildlife officers
rescued from a fenced area. We told them over the phone that due to Ron’s health,
we try not to accept larger deer for care, but the officers had no one else who would
accept the deer. We told them to bring her in and that we would do what we could.
Upon arrival, she was a bit banged up but had sustained no fractures or serious
injuries. Luckily, all we had to do was to give her a safe place to recover and plenty
of nutritious food. She was too large to bottle feed and quite wild. We housed her in
one of our deer pens adding our little fawn after a few days. The two were good
company for each other, and we were still able to bottle feed the little boy deer four
times per day. When we entered the pen with a bottle, he would eagerly run to us to
receive it. The larger deer would always keep her distance which is what we wanted.
Once we transferred the young fawn to Wynne Burns to be with another baby his
size, the older juvenile remained here to be released at a later time.

Right: The older fawn kept her distance from us,
remaining quite wild.

Left: The smaller baby enjoyed the company
of the older deer, but still would approach us
to receive his bottle feedings.
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Spotted Skunk

Arrivals and Releases

We were happy to receive a call that someone was bringing us a baby skunk on Sept.
13; however, I said that it would probably be a young or adult spotted skunk as
baby striped skunks do not usually come to us in September. As predicted, a cute
older juvenile spotted skunk arrived and did not require bottle feeding with formula.
She also was old enough to be housed outside in a nice enclosure. We enjoyed
seeing her during her stay with us and observing her antics. What a climber she
was-going right up the wire vertically. We fed her small carnivore diet and “super
worms”, which she readily enjoyed. After a few weeks in care, she was released in
an area where there are other spotted skunks living in the wild.

Turtles

In the photo, I was holding a young
gopher tortoise that had been
chewed by a dog. The turtle
department at Sea World was
willing to provide her medical care
for which I was very grateful.
Although it is a long drive from my
center to Sea World, I am always
relieved to know that the animals
will receive vet care, x-rays, and
medications needed.
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Arrivals and Releases

Eastern Gray Squirrels

During late summer and the fall,
countless baby squirrels were
admitted for care. There were times
when the feedings were taking me
two hours each, four times per day.
I wish to thank the volunteers who
stepped up to help by taking some
of the babies to lessen the work
load. Shirley Cannon of Fallen’
Pines in Christmas allowed us to
transfer many neonates to her for
care.
Volunteer, Donna Holly, raised 56 gray squirrels in 2014, but by October of 2015,
she had already taken in more than 60 for the year. Iris Reynolds and her husband,
Bob, were caring for more than 20 babies at a time this fall.
These gray squirrels
had not yet opened
their eyes so they
always appear to be
sleeping. As a matter
of fact, when they are
not being fed, they
usually are asleep. I
guess if you can’t yet
see the world, there is
not much else to do.
However, squirrels
make up for it later as
they become
extremely playful and
active.
I am sometimes taken aback when people bring me orphaned squirrels only to ask,
“What do you do with them? Do you keep them or let them go?” I tell them that
this year we have received more than 200 gray squirrels since January-and yes, we
set them all free. Generally, gray squirrels do not make nice pets, usually becoming
aggressive and often biting when they mature. The exception to the rule would be
squirrels that are impaired such as those with a neurological disability.
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Arrivals and Releases

Southern Flying Squirrels

We received 14 baby flying squirrels from several different sources in Sept. and Oct.
Two were very tiny newborns weighing 4 and 5 grams. Others came in at between
10 and 18 grams. I fed the tiny ones every 3 hours and the bigger ones every four
hours; so it was always feeding time for someone. Of course, I also had the many
gray squirrels and raccoons to bottle feed, plus all of the other animals in care. It is
so rewarding to successfully raise these babies that are entirely helpless and to watch
them grow day by day.
These two hairless neonates,
(left) a male and a female,
weighed 4 and 5 grams when
admitted for care. After a
few days, the female came
down with an upper respiratory ailment, and I feared that
I would lose her. I gave her
an antibiotic for a week twice
per day and fed her very
carefully.
She recovered completely
much to my relief. Both of
these now have fur and have
opened their eyes.

Photo right: Four of the flyers in care were
showing how cute they could look.

(left) One of the babies, after two months in
my care, was taking his formula like a big boy
perched on my knee for the photo.
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Arrivals and Releases

Birds

This barred owl (right) arrived
having been injured by a car, and we
transferred him to the Audubon
Center for Birds of Prey for
evaluation and treatment. We are
grateful to the wonderful staff there
for their devotion to the birds of
prey. We also thank Valerie Martin,
a new volunteer who has been
transporting for us. She has been a
wonderful help.
The great egret (left) came
in with a fractured leg that
would possibly be able
to heal; so we sent him to
Sea World of Orlando for
treatment and care. Their
avian department has been
so supportive of our rehab
efforts, and we are in their
debt.

(right) The female pie-billed
grebe also was transferred to Sea
World for care. She looked fine,
but when placed in the water, she
turned upside down. I had never
seen this before, but the staff with
whom I spoke in the avian dept.
said that they had seen it in
another grebe. I was so relieved to
get the bird the expert care that she
needed.
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Raccoons

Arrivals and Releases

While many raccoons have been released over the summer and fall months, more
orphaned babies have arrived for care in a never ending wave, it seems. We are so
glad to have a number of volunteers who have received their pre-exposure rabies
vaccinations and are willing to raise raccoon babies in their homes. Since we are only
allowed a total of ten of these volunteers on our Florida Wildlife permits, we are now
at our limit.
Raccoon babies weighing under 200 grams are fed four times during the day and at
2 AM as well. Several of our volunteers enjoy raising the neonates and do not mind
getting up in the middle of the night to feed. Due to work schedules, some volunteers prefer the older babies. Once weaned from bottle feeding, most of the raccoons
placed in the volunteers’ care come to the center for outdoor cage living until release.
While in our care, the raccoons receive inoculations for many of the diseases that they
can contract. Although the vaccines are expensive, we feel that protecting the babies
from harm is our duty.
Left: Carol Hardee posing with two baby raccoons
being raised here at the center.

Below left: Raccoon brothers were served
breakfast in their fleece bed.
Below right: Two small baby raccoons also love
their fleece hammock.
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Crazy Days
By September, my busy schedule only allowed me one “meal” per day at 7 or 8 pm.
I often laugh when someone says to me: “when you have some spare time, could you
do this.” There is no spare time when you work 16 hour days! To top things off, my
wildlife computer began to crash in October, which is the time to start writing the
December newsletter. Thank goodness for Jack Hardee, Ron’s brother, who resides in
North Carolina and volunteers to help with our computer problems. He had me ship
the ailing computer to him and was able to save my stuff onto a new computer which
he then shipped to me. Without Jack’s help, I don’t know what would have befallen
the center and me. So, this issue may be a little late getting to you, our members, but
the old saying, “better late than never” surely rings true. We will be lucky to get this
issue out at all!
I must share some amusing incidents which really cracked me up. In the middle of
another very busy day, I could hear a woman leaving a message and sounding quite
exasperated, “ I’m here at the corner of such and so streets beside this injured bird,
and I need someone to come here right now to get it.” I picked up the phone receiver
with dread as the woman sounded angry, and I was already overwhelmed with all of
my work, but I wanted to see what I could do to help. She told me that she stopped
on the side of the road and was making calls trying to obtain some help for the bird
and was given my number. I asked her where she was located because I was
unfamiliar with the street names that she gave. “In what city or town are you
located?” I asked. The reply floored me, “San Diego” she stated. I told her, “Ma’am,
I am in Florida!” I am not sure which of us was more dumbfounded.
Later that month, I picked up the phone when I heard a man stating that he was near
the La Jolla pier ( I am not sure if this name is accurate), and when I answered the
call, he said, “There is an injured adult sea lion here lying on the rocks.” Once again,
I explained that I was in Florida-no where remotely near California and advised that
he might try Sea World in California for a local rehab number.
In October, we received a call from a local physician’s office. The office staff asked
me if we had an MRI device large enough to accommodate a 500 pound patient.
They got our number from Discovery Cove at Sea World. I explained politely that
we did not have an MRI here.
In September, a man left the following message: “There is a dead deer in my car
wash business at ---- E. Colonial Dr. I need someone to come get it.” I did not return
the call.
How about this one? - “ I have a dead emu. Do you want it for the meat to feed your
animals?” No.
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Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Above right: Ethel Huggins posed with some
of the opossums that she raised for us.

Above left: Part time employee, Lindy
Williams, fed our tiny fawn while at the center.

Above left: Ron Hardee enjoyed caring for
the baby fawn while he was in care.
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Above Right: Natalie Barnhart placed five
raccoons that she raised for us in a large outdoor
enclosure.

Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Above left: My mom, Alice Kerr, stopped to feed
some peafowl after we released twenty squirrels
that were ready for a life in the wild.
Above right: Terri White raises baby raccoons,
gray squirrels, and opossums for the center.
This photo is of her and one of the orphaned
raccoons that she was raising.

Above left: OIA wildlife officer, James Johnson
came to the center to pick up some raccoons and
opossums for release.
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Above Right: John Rogers, also from OIA,
loaded some raccoons and opossums for release
a month after James made his trip.

Wildlife Center Volunteers and Friends

Above left: Joyce Hacker has been a
great help to us with on site work.

Above right: Donna Holly posed with one of
the squirrels in care.

Above left: Thressa and James Jones love to raise
tiny baby raccoons for the WRC.
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Above right: Sandy Juba made friends with
our little fawn while at the center.

IN MEMORY
Betty Macejewski sadly passed away on 3/2/15, and her daughter, Stacy
Macejewski made a generous donation to the WRC according to her
mother’s wishes. Both of these nice ladies had been loyal members of the WRC
for many years. Betty loved animals and will be missed by all who knew her.
Fred LeMosy, husband of long-time member, Joan LeMosy, passed away last
year. Joan kindly made a donation to the WRC in his memory.
At the age of 70, Walter Crawford, founder of the World Bird Sanctuary in St.
Louis, Missouri, died on July 17, of this year after having routine medical
surgery. Although he left an enduring legacy, everyone who knew him has to
deal with this great loss to the wildlife rehabilitation community. Walter was a
gifted ornithologist and the most entertaining speaker imaginable.

The photo, above, was taken just prior to the release of this adult warbler which had flown
head first against a window. After a short time in care to recuperate, the bird flew away high
into the tree tops.
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WRC Wish List

Foods: Dry Pedigree, Purina, or Science Diet Puppy food, unsalted, roasted
peanuts, shelled pecans, any unshelled nuts, wild bird and sunflower seeds, any
brands of dry dog or cat foods.
Supplies for baby animal care: infant “receiving blankets”, fleece fabric (can be
purchased at Joanne’s Fabrics), which is used to make sleeping hammocks, small
size “Catac” nipples for feeding squirrels and Miracle nipples (available from
Chris’ Squirrels and More on line)
Cleaning supplies: paper towels, especially Bounty and Viva brands, unscented
laundry detergent and dryer softener sheets, black, heavy duty trash bags with
ties, Charmin bathroom tissue, liquid dish soap, liquid hand soap, zip-lock
gallon sized freezer bags with zipper closures and other sizes as well,
spray cleaners such as “409” or Lysol, cleaners for floors.
Monetary Donations are always necessary to supply the vaccines, foods, formulas,
and equipment (such as the new computer) required to “do the job.” We really
appreciate all of our wonderful members who have supported this work-without
you, we could not succeed in rehabilitating so many lives.
The Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida is an IRS registered 501(c)3 organization. All donations are tax
deductible. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll free within the state, 1-800-435-7352.. This does not imply endorsement or approval by
the state of Florida. Tax exempt # 59-3130774

If you include the Wildlife Rehabilitation Center of Central Florida in your will, please be
sure to use the legal name and address of our Center as listed in this newsletter.

We released this adult,
eastern mole after more
than a week in care. She
was very lucky to have
survived a cat attack with
only a slight injury to
her hind foot. I gave her
antibiotics for a week, and
she healed nicely. When I
placed her on top of a mole
run on my property, she
dug down and disappeared
in a second.
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Thank You To The Following:
We wish to thank dear friends of the wildlife,
Wayne and Linda Boyd, for their kind and generous support
over many years. They have helped us to save countless lives.
We thank the dedicated staff of Disney’s Animal KingdomHospital Manager, Lori Grady, and all of the DAK animal
keepers and interns who assist the
wildlife. Our friends at DAK have done so much to support
the care of many injured and orphaned wild animals.
A thanks goes to the following vets and their staff: Dr. Jane Fishman Leon; Geneva Oaks
Animal Hospital-Dr. David Jourdenais, who has assisted us for more than 20 years;
Countryside Vet Clinic-Dr. Amy Charlton; East Orlando Animal Hospital-Dr. Kerry Jackson,
Mayfair Animal Hospital-Dr. Whaley. All of these dedicated veterinarians and their wonderful
staff have assisted the Wildlife Center in many ways-thank you for caring.
Thanks, Publix on Alafaya Trail at Eastwood for the fresh produce, BJs Lake Underhill for
the bakery items, and thank you to long time friends at Winn Dixie for the dog and cat foods.
Thank you to the staff of Sea World, Orlando, for their assistance in accepting injured water
birds, cranes, and turtles for treatment.

We wish to thank the nice folks at Elizabeth Morse Genius Foundation for their
support over the years.

Thank you Jeanie Galloway, who continues through the years to send us gift boxes of wish list
items for the animals in care. She is the best!!
A thank you goes out to the officers of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
for their caring and concern in protecting the wild animals that we love.
A Big Thank You to Osceola and Seminole County Animal Control staff who have gone above
and beyond in saving the lives of so many injured and orphaned wildlife. They have worked
very closely with our volunteers, and we appreciate all that they have done for the animals.
We wish to thank the kind folks at Back to Nature Wildlife Refuge for allowing us to transfer
baby songbirds to them for care when we were slammed with baby animals this past spring
and summer.
We thank Nancy Hunter of the Publix store # 436, who donates broken bags of dry dog and
cat foods to our center
We are so pleased that rehabilitator, Winnie Burns of Fort Pierce, FL, could accept our fawn
for care so that he could be raised with another one his age.
Thanks to Dr. Jane Fishman Leon and her daughter, Melanie Leon, for their support.
Thanks to Johnny Metcalf, James Johnson, and John Rogers for assisting us with releases.
You have helped us so much, and we do appreciate it.
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Thank You To The Following:

Wildlife Center Volunteers
Thank you, Marshall Wolfe, for building climbing cages and bed boxes for the squirrels, and
for completing various repairs at the center. He is so kind to help us with these very
important projects.
We thank the Lyons family-Stephanie, Pete, Michael, and Mathew for helping to prepare the
newsletters for mailing, a week long, very tedious job.
Our volunteers who field phone calls, are vaccinated for rabies
prevention, care for a wide variety of species, and transport as needed: Bill and Leslie Johnson,
Lindy and Lindsay Williams, Jennifer Rosenfeldt, Stacy Russo, Terri White, Ethel Huggins,
Natalie Barnhart, Jennifer Fletcher Odum, Thressa Jones, and Esther & Wallace Plummer.
Thanks!
On site helpers, Alice Kerr, Tom Capellini, and Joyce Hacker
A big THANKS also to the volunteer transporters: Valerie Martin, Wayne Koladey,
Frankie Thompson, Valerie Jenkins, Jack & Sandy Juba, Becky Hopson, Stephanie Lyons,
Lou Ann Smith, & Melanie Freire.
We wish to thank Ron’s brother, Jack Hardee, for helping us with many hours of work on the
web site. Jack also rescued us when the old wildlife computer crashed in October.
I would like to thank our son, Wayne Hardee, and grandson, Alden Hardee, for
their help completing repairs, cage cleaning, and many projects here on site. They are a huge
help to us and to the animals in our care.
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BECOME A MEMBER — Members receive the newsletter for one year. Issues full of stories and updates on all
of your wild animal friends! Donations of $50+ also receive a beautiful 8x10 full-color photo, suitable for framing.
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